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What’s On at Medieval Music in the Dales 2021 
 
A note about workshops 
Please remember that in order to attend any workshop you must have a Festival Pass for the relevant day 
(as usual, this does not apply to Friends, Performers, Luthiers and Stewards). 
 
In order to get the most out of any particular workshop, keep an eye on the level suggested. Some 
workshops are open to all, while others are definitely more geared to a particular level. Each workshop is 
keyed as follows: 
 
BEG = Beginner. Complete beginners, anyone new to the instrument or skill or who doesn’t feel as 

 yet in control of it 
INT = Intermediate. You are in control of the instrument or skill but perhaps at a basic level, or 
  you feel you need to learn more to begin to make the most of it 
ADV = Advanced. You are in control of the instrument or skill and have already developed a range 
  of techniques with which you are confident. 
 
A note about concerts 
All daytime concerts in the Great Chamber are free for Festival Pass holders, Friends, Luthiers and 
Stewards. Doors open 30 minutes before the start and you are encouraged to get there in good time to 
secure a place as space will be limited due to planned observance of social distancing in the audience. 
As usual, Friends can reserve seats in advance through the Box Office. Any spaces remaining at 10 minutes 
before the start of each concert will be made available to anyone else visiting the castle that day, at a cost 
of £5 per person.  
 
Evening concerts: you need to buy a ticket to attend either of the evening concerts. Please try to arrive in 
good time. We will start promptly at 1930, and anyone arriving later will be asked to wait until the end of 
the next piece of music.  

 
DAILY LISTINGS 
Thursday  page 1 
Friday   pages 2-4 
Saturday  pages 5-7 
Sunday   pages 8-9     
 
Thursday 
… is a day for setting up, registering and evening socialising in the Beer Tent. 
• Registration is open between 2pm and 8pm in the Marquee unless signs direct otherwise.  
• If you arrive earlier, please wait until 2pm before attempting to register.  
• If you are camping, please just park up for now and do not set up camp until after you have registered 
• Pizzas are available from 5pm and the bar in the Marquee will open from 6pm. 
• Please note – if you wish to visit the Castle today between 10am and 5pm, you will need to buy a ticket 

as usual. 
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Friday  

 
 
Workshops on Friday 
Beginner Shawms  £10 BEG 
A chance to try out this wonderful instrument – shawms are available to borrow and the workshop is 
suitable for complete beginners! Led by Lizzie Gutteridge, this is always a popular session, so book early to 
avoid disappointment… 
Friday 9-10am, Lord Scrope’s Chamber       
 
Drumming for Dancing £15 BEG / INT / ADV 
With Terry Mann: “Percussion can be overwhelming in the wrong hands, so come and learn how to 
accompany a dance tune rather than swamp it! Any percussion welcome and any level from intermediate 
to advanced - but be prepared to make a noise (for the timid) or play quietly (for the bold)! Please bring 
your own percussion. We will work in small groups, one large group and solo. Beginners are welcome to 
watch, but some technique is required to take part.”  
Friday 10-11.30am, Lord Scrope’s Chamber       
 
Medieval Recorder  £15 INT/ADV 
With Emily Baines 
Offering technical and musical support for developing your medieval recorder technique, and advice on 
ornamentation and articulation. Again, the focus will be on dance music, including making estampies out of 
original song melodies.  
Friday 10-11.30am, St Oswald’s Church 
 
Medieval Plucked Strings £15 INT / ADV 
With Arngeir Hauksson.  
The workshop will focus on the interpretation of dance music and cover improvisations over dance, 
alongside technical and musical support for your instrumental playing, and advice on ornamentation and 
articulation.  Suitable for lute, gittern or citole players. 
Friday 11.30am-1pm, Lord Scrope’s Chamber 
 
The Festival Choir (1)  £20 (for the whole course) BEG / INT / ADV 
Get to grips with some Italian vocal music from the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, both monophonic 
and polyphonic, with Richard de Winter. Building to a performance as part of the Sunday afternoon finale! 
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Open to anyone who can hold a note; ability to read music is a plus.  
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 11.30am-12.30pm, St Oswald’s Church 
 
Modal Music & Turkish Modes £15  INT / ADV 
With Nuño Silva of Woodwose. Taking the turkish makam as an example, this workshop aims at 
introducing the main theoretical concepts behind this musical system and putting them in practice through 
listening to excerpts for analysis and playing simple pieces. Suitable for all instrumentalists curious about 
middle eastern music, and any melodic instrument can be used for the practical 
section of the workshop. Although some sheet music will be given, reading music notation is not required - 
simple pieces will be presented that can be learned by ear. 
Friday 5.30-7pm, Great Chamber 
 
 
Talks on Friday 
An Introduction to Medieval Music with Festival Director Gill Page  
Medieval music is a wonderfully varied phenomenon – after all, it extends over many centuries. Gill offers 
a quick introductory overview to the subject so you can tell your lute from your lyre, your motet from your 
madrigal, your troubadour from your trouvere… Come and see how much she can pack in to 45 minutes! 
Available on both Friday and Saturday, 10.15-11am, Great Chamber. Free. 
 
 
Performances on Friday 
Concert: Woodwose 
Per Quella Strada Lactea 
A concert celebrating the rich sumptuous tapestry of Italian 14th century music, both instrumental and 
accompanied voice. Played and performed with passion and the spirit of adventure and improvisation on 
hurdy gurdy, Persian santur, bagpipes, recorders, gothic harp, gittern, and percussion. Featuring 
compositions by notable composers of the day including Johannes Ciconia, Gherardello da Firenze, 
Francesco Landini, anonymous examples from the Codex Rossi and the famous dances of MS. Add 29987. 
1pm, Great Chamber.        Also Sunday, 2.30pm 
Free with Festival Pass, otherwise £5 payable on the door from 12.50pm, space permitting. 
 
Concert: Gaita 
Gaita are Scotland's leading medieval ensemble and are regulars at Medieval Music in the Dales with 
hugely popular dance workshops as well as musical performances. This year they present music and tales 
from medieval Italy, with a programme of stories from Boccaccio's Decameron mingled with the music of 
the time.  
2.30pm, Great Chamber       Also Saturday, 1pm 
Free with Festival Pass, otherwise £5 payable on the door from 2.20pm, space permitting. 
 
Concert: Amyas 
Dancing, so often an effusive outpouring of joy and facilitator of social bonds, has a darker side into which 
Amyas delve in this performance. From the hysterical epidemic of estampies sweeping Europe in the 14th 
C, the 13th C pied piper luring away unsuspecting children, to the balletic balm for the bite of the despotic 
tarantula in the 15th C and the ubiquitous ‘dance of death’ in which humans are all entwined, this 
programme invites a different way of perceiving the often mesmerising and infectious nature of many 
surviving medieval dances. Featuring a spellbinding mix of spoken word, surviving dance melodies, and 
Amyas’s own constructed dance forms using other medieval musical sources. 
4pm, Great Chamber        Also Saturday 2.30pm 
Free with Festival Pass, otherwise £5 payable on the door from 3.50pm, space permitting. 
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Evening Concert 
The evening concert on Friday features Woodwose, Gaita, Amyas and Trouvere and include 
performances of medieval dance from Gaita. 
7.30pm, Great Chamber       Also Saturday 7.30pm 
Tickets £16 (Friends £12) available from the Box Office or the Festival Desk (space permitting). 
  
Castle Stage Performances on Friday:  
More informal musical performances around the Castle throughout the weekend. The line-up will be 
confirmed nearer the time but expect a wonderful variety of approaches and medieval sounds… 
11am-12.30pm  Great Chamber 
12-5    Queen Mary’s Chamber 
12-5   Marquee (or Garden in fine weather). 
 
 
Instrument Makers Exhibition 
Setting up in the morning and open for business between 12 noon and 5pm, in the Solar. 
Our Instrument Makers Exhibition is smaller this year, but you can still expect a glorious array of 
instruments.  
 
 
Food and Drink and Socialising on Friday 
• Breakfast bar in or near the Marquee 8-10am 
• Granny’s Kitchen offering hot food in the Marquee 12-5pm 
• Bolton Castle Tea Room open from 10am-5pm 
• Proper Pizzas in or near the Marquee from 5-8pm 
• Beer Tent serving from 12-11pm 
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Saturday 

 
 
Workshops on Saturday 
Beginner Bagpipes   £10  BEG 
With Paul Leigh of Trouvere. This ever-popular workshop is the essential introduction to the basics of 
bagpipe technique, including posture, breath control and basic fingering. Instruments supplied - but if you 
have your own set of bagpipes in G that you can bring along, let us know as this will mean extra places will 
become available for other people. This always sells out – early booking advised! 
Saturday 9.30-10.30am, St Oswald’s Church 
 
Frame drumming   £15  INT / ADV 
With Ricardo de Noronha of Woodwose. Ricardo de Noronha is a percussionist and multi-instrumentalist 
with over twenty years' experience. He was a founder member of Troubadouros, a band performing 
at medieval fairs and events throughout Europe. 
Saturday 9-10.30am, Lord Scrope’s Chamber 
 
The Festival Choir (1)   £20 (for the whole course) BEG / INT / ADV 
Get to grips with some Italian vocal music from the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, both monophonic 
and polyphonic, with Richard de Winter. Building to a performance as part of the Sunday afternoon finale! 
Open to anyone who can hold a note; ability to read music is a plus.  
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 11.30am-12.30pm, St Oswald’s Church 
 
Loud Winds  - A Song and a Dance £15  INT / ADV 
With Lizzie Gutteridge: “For players of reeds, brass and with occasional use of bagpipes, other drone 
instruments and percussion. We’ll take a look at some arrangements for 3 & 4 part winds of 15th-century 
dance tunes that you might be asked to play when accompanying historical dancers. We'll compare these 
to some original 3 and 4 part pieces from the same period where the influence of dance music can be seen, 
for example in the tempi or the rhythms used. Some, but not all, of the pieces covered will be suitable for 
drone and percussion instruments to work alongside the reeds and brass." 
Saturday 5.30-7pm, Great Chamber 
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Talks on Saturday 
An Introduction to Medieval Music with Festival Director Gill Page  
Medieval music is a wonderfully varied phenomenon – after all, it extends over many centuries. Gill offers 
a quick introductory overview to the subject so you can tell your lute from your lyre, your motet from your 
madrigal, your troubadour from your trouvere… Come and see how much she can pack in to 45 minutes! 
Available on both Friday and Saturday, 10.15-11am, Great Chamber. Free. 
 
 
Performances on Saturday 
Concert: Gaita 
Gaita are Scotland's leading medieval ensemble and are regulars at Medieval Music in the Dales with 
hugely popular dance workshops as well as musical performances. This year they present music and tales 
from medieval Italy, with a programme of stories from Boccaccio's Decameron mingled with the music of 
the time.  
1.00pm, Great Chamber       Also Friday, 2.30pm 
Free with Festival Pass, otherwise £5 payable on the door from 12.50pm, space permitting. 
 
Concert: Amyas 
Dancing, so often an effusive outpouring of joy and facilitator of social bonds, has a darker side into which 
Amyas delve in this performance. From the hysterical epidemic of estampies sweeping Europe in the 14th 
C, the 13th C pied-piper luring away unsuspecting children, to the balletic balm for the bite of the despotic 
tarantula in the 15th C and the ubiquitous ‘dance of death’ in which humans are all entwined, this 
programme invites a different way of perceiving the often mesmerising and infectious nature of many 
surviving medieval dances. Featuring a spellbinding mix of spoken word, surviving dance melodies, and 
Amyas’s own constructed dance forms using other medieval musical sources. 
2.30pm, Great Chamber        Also Friday, 4pm 
Free with Festival Pass, otherwise £5 payable on the door from 2.20pm, space permitting. 
 
Concert: Trouvere 
In the last decades of the thirteenth century, Naples was capital of a brilliant and ambitious kingdom under 
the Angevin kings. One of the great monuments of this kingdom is the Chansonnier du Roi, the songbook 
of the King, which was likely created to be a gift for William II of the Morea, but ended up in Naples. As 
well as its unrivalled collection of the music of the troubadours and trouveres, this Chansonnier also 
contains the earliest European instrumental dance tunes. Trouvere take you to the glittering court of 
Naples for songs and instrumental music. 
4pm, Great Chamber         Also Sunday 1pm 
Free with Festival Pass, otherwise £5 payable on the door from 3.50pm, space permitting. 
 
Evening Concert 
The evening concert on Saturday features Woodwose, Gaita, Amyas and Trouvere and include 
performances of medieval dance from Gaita. 
7.30pm, Great Chamber       Also Friday 7.30pm 
Tickets £16 (Friends £12) available from the Box Office or the Festival Desk (space permitting). 
  
Castle Stage Performances on Saturday:  
More informal musical performances around the Castle throughout the weekend. The line-up will be 
confirmed nearer the time but expect a wonderful variety of approaches and medieval sounds… 
11am-12.30pm  Great Chamber 
12-5    Queen Mary’s Chamber 
12-5   Marquee (or Garden in fine weather). 
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Instrument Makers Exhibition 
Open for business between 10am and 5pm, in the Solar. 
Our Instrument Makers Exhibition is smaller this year, but you can still expect a glorious array of 
instruments.  
 
 
Food and Drink and Socialising on Saturday 
• Breakfast bar in or near the Marquee 8-10am 
• Granny’s Kitchen offering hot food in the Marquee 11-5pm 
• Bolton Castle Tea Room open from 10am-5pm 
• Proper Pizzas in or near the Marquee from 5-8pm 
• Beer Tent serving from 12-11pm 
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Sunday 

 
 
Workshops on Sunday 
Medieval Harp for Beginners   £10  BEG 
With Gill Page of Trouvere. The medieval harp is a perfect instrument for someone coming new to 
medieval music, but it is quite different in many ways from the more modern versions of the instrument. 
This is a chance for beginners to get to grips with the basics of modal playing on the harp, focusing on 
improvisation and one or two medieval tunes. Some instruments are available to borrow but please advise 
at the time of booking if you would like to do this and we’ll do our best. 
Sunday 9-10.30am, St Oswald’s Church 
 
Playing for the Bassadanza   £15  INT / ADV 
With Chris Elmes of Gaita.. This workshop looks at how to arrange and/or improvise tenors in bassa danza 
measure – the key to playing fifteenth-century dance music. 
Sunday 9.30-11am, Lord Scrope’s Chamber 
 
Medieval Bagpipes    £15   INT / ADV 
With Paul Martin. Looking at English and Italian dance tunes for medieval bagpipes; exploring options for 
ornamentation and improvised rhythmic patterns. Suitable for English Border style bagpipes in G. 
Sunday 11am-12.30pm, Castle Bolton Meeting Room 
 
Pied Piper Medieval Music Workshop £5 per child, adult helpers free  BEG / INT 
A workshop with Emily and Arngeir of Amyas, for children and their adult servants. All instruments 
welcome (let us know in advance if possible what you might bring) with percussion available to borrow as 
well. Music, singing and dancing! Suitable for children from age 7. 
Sunday 11am-12.30pm, Great Chamber. 
 
The Festival Choir (1)    £20 (for the whole course) BEG / INT / ADV 
Get to grips with some Italian vocal music from the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, both monophonic 
and polyphonic, with Richard de Winter. Building to a performance as part of the Sunday afternoon finale! 
Open to anyone who can hold a note; ability to read music is a plus.  
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 11.30am-12.30pm, St Oswald’s Church 
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Talks on Sunday 
The Dance of Death, with Natasha Coombs 
Explore this fascinating medieval phenomenon, widely seen in imagery. Was it reflected in actual dance 
practice? An illustrated talk. 
Sunday, 10.30-11.30am, St Oswald’s Church. Free. 
 
 

Performances on Sunday 
Concert: Trouvere 
In the last decades of the thirteenth century, Naples was capital of a brilliant and ambitious kingdom under 
the Angevin kings. One of the great monuments of this kingdom is the Chansonnier du Roi, the songbook 
of the King, which was likely created to be a gift for William II of the Morea, but ended up in Naples. As 
well as its unrivalled collection of the music of the troubadours and trouveres, this Chansonnier also 
contains the earliest European instrumental dance tunes. Trouvere take you to the glittering court of 
Naples for songs and instrumental music. 
1pm, Great Chamber         Also Saturday, 4pm 
Free with Festival Pass, otherwise £5 payable on the door from 3.50pm, space permitting. 
 
Concert: Woodwose 
Per Quella Strada Lactea 
A concert celebrating the rich sumptuous tapestry of Italian 14th century music, both instrumental and 
accompanied voice. Played and performed with passion and the spirit of adventure and improvisation on 
hurdy gurdy, Persian santur, bagpipes, recorders, gothic harp, gittern, and percussion. Featuring 
compositions by notable composers of the day including Johannes Ciconia, Gherardello da Firenze, 
Francesco Landini, anonymous examples from the Codex Rossi and the famous dances of MS. Add 29987. 
2.30pm, Great Chamber.        Also Friday, 1pm 
Free with Festival Pass, otherwise £5 payable on the door from 12.50pm, space permitting. 
 
Finale 
The Finale on Sunday at 4pm in the Great Chamber (or in the Garden if the weather is fine) will feature 
performances from the Summer School participants and the Festival Choir. There will also be the Raffle 
and we are planning a small fundraising Auction as well. Free 
  
Castle Stage Performances on Saturday:  
More informal musical performances around the Castle throughout the weekend. The line-up will be 
confirmed nearer the time but expect a wonderful variety of approaches and medieval sounds… 
12-4   Queen Mary’s Chamber 
12-4   Marquee (or Garden in fine weather). 
 
 

Instrument Makers Exhibition 
Open for business between 10am and 4pm, in the Solar. 
Our Instrument Makers Exhibition is smaller this year, but you can still expect a glorious array of 
instruments.  
 
 

Food and Drink and Socialising on Saturday 
• Breakfast bar in or near the Marquee 8-10am 
• Granny’s Kitchen offering hot food in the Marquee 11-5pm 
• Bolton Castle Tea Room open from 10am-5pm 
• Proper Pizzas in or near the Marquee from 5-8pm 
• Beer Tent serving from 12-11pm 


